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don’t hear our administration, this ad-
ministration, coming here to plead the 
case about giving aid to those brave 
people in Egypt who are fighting rad-
ical Islamic terrorism. Instead, they 
are requesting hundred of millions of 
dollars, yes, over a billion dollars in 
aid to Pakistan, which is aiding radical 
Islamic terrorists and siding with 
China. 

Well, if you think that none of this 
makes sense, you are right, it doesn’t, 
but it is up to us, the American people, 
to hold our own government account-
able, to make sure that we do not give 
aid to our enemies and to make sure 
that our government is doing things 
that make sense. We should be sticking 
with our friends and opposing our en-
emies. How much more common sense 
does it take, although our government 
has not been operating that way. It is 
up to us, the American people, to make 
sure that we do not give aid to Paki-
stan and we support those people who 
would have Western democratic gov-
ernment in Egypt, and to support the 
people like the Baloch and the Sindhis, 
who are struggling under the oppres-
sion of radical Islamic terrorist re-
gimes, to try to find their own way and 
have their own government and have 
their own democratic system 

With that, Mr. Speaker, I yield back 
the balance of my time. 

f 

METRO-NORTH TRAIN SAFETY 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 

the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 3, 2013, the Chair recognizes the 
gentleman from New York (Mr. ENGEL) 
for 30 minutes. 

Mr. ENGEL. Mr. Speaker, the Fed-
eral Railroad Administration’s exam-
ination of the Metro-North railroad 
safety apparatus has been completed. 

I begin by offering my sincere condo-
lences to the family and friends of Mr. 
James Romansoff, a Metro-North em-
ployee and a constituent of mine, a 
Yonkers resident, who died Monday 
after being hit by a train while per-
forming track maintenance. My 
thoughts go out to his relatives and all 
who knew him, and I am deeply sorry 
for the family’s loss. 

This morning, the U.S. Department 
of Transportation’s Federal Railroad 
Administration released a report to 
Congress entitled, ‘‘Operation Deep 
Dive: Metro-North Commuter Railroad 
Safety Assessment.’’ This report was 
prompted by the horrific train derail-
ment that occurred in my district on 
December 1, 2013, which killed four and 
wounded dozens. 

I am sure I speak for all of my col-
leagues when I say that the safety and 
welfare of my constituents, of all of 
our constituents, is our number one 
priority. That is why I was dismayed to 
learn of the profoundly ineffective 
standards under which Metro-North—a 
rail system that thousands of my con-
stituents depend on daily—has been op-
erating. 

According to the FRA’s report, which 
concentrated on Metro-North’s ‘‘safety 

culture,’’ this system is hampered by a 
strict adherence to train schedules; a 
safety apparatus that does not seek out 
potentially dangerous situations, but 
instead responds to complications after 
they arise; and inadequate training 
procedures. 

These ailments are indefensible and 
unwarranted. The FRA’s report states: 

Detectable safety issues exist across mul-
tiple disciplines that should have been dis-
covered by the Metro-North management. 

That is an indictment of Metro- 
North’s management. No people should 
be killed because of incompetence. No 
people should have been killed because 
the person driving the train apparently 
fell asleep. Metro-North’s failure to 
monitor potential safety hazards is 
downright reckless. According to the 
Metropolitan Transit Authority, ap-
proximately 281,000 travelers use 
Metro-North trains every week, and 
those passengers’ commutes are at risk 
from these safety hazards cited in the 
report. 

Getting people in and out of New 
York City, in and out of Manhattan, is 
an important task, and if it can’t be 
done safely, then what good it is. 

The FRA’s report makes several rec-
ommendations that, if implemented, 
might help prevent accidents in the fu-
ture. According to the report, Metro- 
North is plagued by three fundamental 
problems: a destructive emphasize on 
timely departures and arrivals; the ab-
sence of proactive rather than reactive 
responses to safety concerns; and defec-
tive training procedures. Four serious 
Metro-North accidents occurred just 
last year, and that is four too many. 

I call upon Metro-North to imme-
diately begin implementing the safety 
recommendations contained in the 
FRA report. The safety of thousands of 
passengers and Metro-North employees 
depends on it. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

f 

LEAVE OF ABSENCE 

By unanimous consent, leave of ab-
sence was granted to: 

Mr. CULBERSON (at the request of Mr. 
CANTOR) for today on account of sick-
ness. 

Mr. DANNY K. DAVIS of Illinois (at the 
request of Ms. PELOSI) for today. 

f 

SENATE ENROLLED JOINT 
RESOLUTION SIGNED 

The Speaker announced his signature 
to an enrolled joint resolution of the 
Senate of the following title: 

S.J. Res. 32. Joint resolution providing for 
the reappointment of John W. McCarter as a 
citizen regent of the Board of Regents of the 
Smithsonian Institution. 

f 

ADJOURNMENT 

Mr. ENGEL. Mr. Speaker, I move 
that the House do now adjourn. 

The motion was agreed to; accord-
ingly (at 1 o’clock and 11 minutes 

p.m.), under its previous order, the 
House adjourned until Tuesday, March 
18, 2014, at 1 p.m. 

f 

OATH FOR ACCESS TO CLASSIFIED 
INFORMATION 

Under clause 13 of rule XXIII, the fol-
lowing Members executed the oath for 
acess to classified information: 

Robert B. Aderholt, Rodney Alexander*, 
Justin Amash, Mark E. Amodei, Robert E. 
Andrews*, Michele Bachmann, Spencer Bach-
us, Ron Barber, Lou Barletta, Garland 
‘‘Andy’’ Barr, John Barrow, Joe Barton, 
Karen Bass, Joyce Beatty, Xavier Becerra, 
Dan Benishek, Kerry L. Bentivolio, Ami 
Bera, Gus M. Bilirakis, Rob Bishop, Sanford 
D. Bishop, Jr., Timothy H. Bishop, Diane 
Black, Marsha Blackburn, Earl Blumenauer, 
John A. Boehner, Suzanne Bonamici, Jo 
Bonner*, Madeleine Z. Bordallo, Charles W. 
Boustany, Jr., Kevin Brady, Robert A. 
Brady, Bruce L. Braley, Jim Bridenstine, Mo 
Brooks, Susan W. Brooks, Paul C. Broun, 
Corrine Brown, Julia Brownley, Vern 
Buchanan, Larry Bucshon, Michael C. Bur-
gess, Cheri Bustos, G. K. Butterfield, Bradley 
Byrne, Ken Calvert, Dave Camp, John Camp-
bell, Eric Cantor, Shelley Moore Capito, Lois 
Capps, Michael E. Capuano, Tony Cárdenas, 
John C. Carney, Jr., André Carson, John R. 
Carter, Matt Cartwright, Bill Cassidy, Kathy 
Castor, Joaquin Castro, Steve Chabot, Jason 
Chaffetz, Donna M. Christensen, Judy Chu, 
David N. Cicilline, Katherine M. Clark, 
Yvette D. Clarke, Wm. Lacy Clay, Emanuel 
Cleaver, James E. Clyburn, Howard Coble, 
Mike Coffman, Steve Cohen, Tom Cole, Chris 
Collins, Doug Collins, K. Michael Conaway, 
Gerald E. Connolly, John Conyers, Jr., Paul 
Cook, Jim Cooper, Jim Costa, Tom Cotton, 
Joe Courtney, Kevin Cramer, Eric A. ‘‘Rick’’ 
Crawford, Ander Crenshaw, Joseph Crowley, 
Henry Cuellar, John Abney Culberson, Elijah 
E. Cummings, Steve Daines, Danny K. Davis, 
Rodney Davis, Susan A. Davis, Peter A. 
DeFazio, Diana DeGette, John K. Delaney, 
Rosa L. DeLauro, Suzan K. DelBene, Jeff 
Denham, Charles W. Dent, Ron DeSantis, 
Scott DesJarlais, Theodore E. Deutch, Mario 
Diaz-Balart, John D. Dingell, Lloyd Doggett, 
Michael F. Doyle, Tammy Duckworth, Sean 
P. Duffy, Jeff Duncan, John J. Duncan, Jr., 
Donna F. Edwards, Keith Ellison, Renee L. 
Ellmers, Jo Ann Emerson*, Eliot L. Engel, 
William L. Enyart, Anna G. Eshoo, Elizabeth 
H. Esty, Eni F. H. Faleomavaega, Blake 
Farenthold, Sam Farr, Chaka Fattah, Ste-
phen Lee Fincher, Michael G. Fitzpatrick, 
Charles J. ‘‘Chuck’’ Fleischmann, John 
Fleming, Bill Flores, J. Randy Forbes, Jeff 
Fortenberry, Bill Foster, Virginia Foxx, Lois 
Frankel, Trent Franks, Rodney P. Freling-
huysen, Marcia L. Fudge, Tulsi Gabbard, 
Pete P. Gallego, John Garamendi, Joe Gar-
cia, Cory Gardner, Scott Garrett, Jim Ger-
lach, Bob Gibbs, Christopher P. Gibson, Phil 
Gingrey, Louie Gohmert, Bob Goodlatte, 
Paul A. Gosar, Trey Gowdy, Kay Granger, 
Sam Graves, Tom Graves, Alan Grayson, Al 
Green, Gene Green, Tim Griffin, H. Morgan 
Griffith, Raúl M. Grijalva, Michael G. 
Grimm, Brett Guthrie, Luis V. Gutiérrez, 
Janice Hahn, Ralph M. Hall, Colleen W. 
Hanabusa, Richard L. Hanna, Gregg Harper, 
Andy Harris, Vicky Hartzler, Alcee L. Has-
tings, Doc Hastings, Denny Heck, Joseph J. 
Heck, Jeb Hensarling, Jaime Herrera 
Beutler, Brian Higgins, James A. Himes, 
Rubén Hinojosa, George Holding, Rush Holt, 
Michael M. Honda, Steven A. Horsford, 
Steny H. Hoyer, Richard Hudson, Tim 
Huelskamp, Jared Huffman, Bill Huizenga, 
Randy Hultgren, Duncan Hunter, Robert 
Hurt, Steve Israel, Darrell E. Issa, Sheila 
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